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battleship. On the very eve of the War there were arrangements
in progress for a meeting in July of delegates from the peace
societies of all Europe at Liege.

That friendly conference was not to meet. Amidst all the
hopes and dreams of peace the war peril was a grim reality.
There were optimists who argued that war on a grand scale in
Europe would be such a calamity for all involved in it, so full
of disastrous results for victors and vanquished alike, that it
was becoming an impossibility. Granted that there were rival
leagues of the nations; but these were, after all, defensive alliances
that might well prove to be an insurance against war. Explo-
sives and war material were being piled up on a gigantic scale,
but surely men who lived amongst powder magazines were,
for their own sakes, cautious about handling fire and ready to
trample out any dangerous spark.

But the real peril was that this optimism left out of sight the
fact that there were men and groups of men who were playing
with fire, and a spark that caused a local explosion in some
corner of Europe would be all the more dangerous because the
existing 'defensive' leagues actually supplied a ready-made
train that would fire off the stored explosives in crash after
crash of destruction.

In the Balkan lands men had long been used to playing with
fire. In Bulgaria there was an association that had often sent
out students from Sofia to play at brigandage in holiday time
and make victims of Turk and Greek in Macedonia. In Serbia
there was a kindred association pledged to work for a * Greater
Serbia' and counting Austrian rule in the southern Slav lands
as the national enemy.

It was from this latter danger that the spark came when, on
the last Sunday of June 1914, the Archduke Francis Ferdinand,
the heir to the crowns of Austria and Hungary, with his Slav
wife, the Countess Chotek, were shot dead by desperadoes at
Serajevo, in Austria; just a month later Austria had declared
war against Serbia and the batteries of Semlin were bombard-
ing Belgrade, while Russia was mobilizing her armies against
Austria-Hungary to protect Serbia 'from being overrun by the